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WAS JOSEPH SMITH SENT OF GOD? 


BY ELDER W. C. B. ORROCK. 


Tus is a question which presents it- 
self to the minds of many, when they 
begin to investigate the doctrines of 
the Latter-day Saints. It is a ques- 
tion of the greatest im ce, for, 
if true, then “Mormonism” is true, 
and the “Gates of hell will not pre- 
vail against it.” But if false, it is the 
grantee’ imposition that has ever ex- 


isted. 

When Joseph Smith was in his 
fifteenth year, he me religiously 
inclined, and being requested by his 
friends to join first this sect and then 
the other, belts told by each of them 
that they were right, it seemed to him 
that faiths opposed to each other 
could not all emanate from God, and 
reading that saying of James 5185 
“Tf any of you lack wisdom, let him 
ask of that giveth to all men 


liberally, and upbraideth not; and it 
shall be given him,” he repai 

wood God — 
earnest prayer to show him which of 
all the different sects to join, for he 


toa 
in humble and 


had faith that God had spoken 
through His servant James, and that 
He would answer his prayer. 

On returning he testified that while 
prayed personages descended 

u stood in mid-air, and one point- 
ing to the other 2 “This is my 
Beloved Son, hear Him.“ In an- 


swer to the —— which of all the 


sects was right, and which he should 
join, he was told to join none of them, 
for they were all wrong, and the per- 
22 who addressed him said that 
all their creeds were an abomination 
in His sight (Pearl of Great Price, 


59). 

Now our Christian friends tell us 
they are ne and have the Gospel. 
If this could be proven, it would go 
a long way toward 1 oseph 
Smith a false prophet and “ Mormon- 
ism” a delusion. But if it can be 
— that the Gospel was not to be 
ound in the known world prior to 
the visit of the Father and His Son 


Jesus Christ —for these were the two 
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personages who appeared to Joseph 
on this occasion — then we should 
listen to his claims as a servant of 
God, and not cast aside his mp5 
before first taking the advice of Paul, 
* Prove all pine: hold fast that 
which is good” (1 Thess. v, 21). 

Let us, then, see if there has been 
an apostasy, or falling away from the 
faith. Isaiah tells us: And it shall 


be, as with the people, so with the: 
€ 


riest; as with the servant, so with 

is master; as with the maid, so with 
her mistress; as with the buyer, so 
with the seller; as with the lender, 
so with the borrower; as with the 
taker of usury, so with the giver of 
usury to him....... The earth also is 
defiled under the inhabitants thereof; 
because they have transgressed the 
laws, changed the ordinance, broken 
the everlasting covenant” (Is, xxiv 2, 5). 

It is claimed by some that the laws 
spoken of by Isaiah were the laws of 
carnal commandments, given to Israel 
in the days of Moses; but that,, could 
not be, inasmuch as this was an ever- 
lasting covenant that was to 
broken, and the law of carnal com- 
mandments was only Added be- 
cause of transgressions, till the seed 
should come to whom the promise 
was made” (Gal. iii, 19). 1 refer- 
ring to Paul’s Epistle to the Hebrews, 
iv, 2, in —— of ancient Israel he 
says: For unto us was the gospel 
preached, as well as unto them: but 
the word preached did not profit 
them, not being mixed with faith in 
them that heard it.“ By this we un- 
derstand that through a lack of faith, 
not being able to live the laws of the 
Gospel, a lesser law was added to the 
Gospel, and was as a schoolmaster 
to bring them to Christ, that they 
might be justified by faith (Gal. iii, 
24). By these quotations we see that 
the everlasting covenant spoken of by 
Isaiah was not that which was added 
to the Gospel, and which was to be 
done away by Christ. This, then, 
predicted by the Prophet, was to be 
& universal apostasy. 

Paul, foreseeing this condition of 


things, says to the Elders: “Take 
heed therefore unto yourselves, and 
to oll the flock, over the which the 
Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, 
to feed the church of God, which he 


hath purchased with his own blood. 
For I know this, that after my de- 
parting shall grievous wolves enter in 
among 2 not sparing the flock. 
Also of your own selves shall men 
arise, speaking perverse things, to 
draw away disciples after them” (Acts 
xx, 28, 29, 30). | 

Peter also tells us of this falling 
away, and says: “But there were 
false prophets also among the people, 
even as there shall be false teachers 
among you, who privily shall bring in 
damnable heresies, even denying the 
Lord that bought them, and bring 
upon themselves swift destruction 
(2 Peter ii, 1). : 

These — were made by 
men filled with the Holy Ghost, by 
which they wrote and spoke, and as 
“no prophecy of the scripture is of 
any private interpretation” (2 Peter i, 
20), we must look for a literal fulfill- 
ment of these prophecies. 

This apostasy began to take place 
in the days of the Apostles, for Paul, 
writing to the Galatians, says: 1 
marvel that you are so soon removed 
from him that called you into the 

race of Christ unto another Gospel” 
(Gal. i, 6). 

The disciples of Christ were dis- 
liked, oppressed and persecuted be- 
cause of the unpopular doctrines 
which they had received, many of 
them being put to death in the most 
horrid manner, until they were finally 
exterminated from the earth. John, 
the beloved Apostle, was banished to 
the Isle of Patmos, and being wrapt 
in heavenly vision, saw many things 
that were to transpire after his time, 
and was commanded to write to the 
seven churches in Asia—this gives us 
to understand that out of the many 
churches built up there, only seven 
remained — and tell them that He 
(Christ) had many things against 
them, and says of one of them: “I 
know thy works, that thou art neither 
cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold 
or hot. So then because thou are 
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, 
I will spue thee out of my mouth 
(Rev. iii, 15, 16). | 

There are many passages of Scrip. 
ture showing plainly that the people 
would fall away from the true Goepel, 
but this will be sufficient to show that 


‘ 
| 
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it had been predicted, and had already 
begun in the days of the Apostles of 
our Lord. 

Let us now see what the learned 
the world said concernin 
this Apostasy. n page 163, o 
Smith’s Dictionary of the Bible—a 
work endorsed by 63 divines of both 
Europe and America—we find the 
following quotation: ‘“ We must not 
expect to see the Church of HolyScrip- 
ture actually existing in its perfection 
upon theearth. It is not to be found 
thus perfect, either in the collected 
fragments of Christendom, orstill less 
in any one of those fragments.” 

And again in one of the Homilies 
of the Church of England, we find the 
following recorded: “ That Laity 
and Clergymen, women and children, 
of all ages, sects and degrees of whole 
Christendom, have at once been buried 
in the most abominable idolatry, and 
that, for the past eight hundred years 
or more.” This state of things is 
terrible to contemplate, still not more 
so perhaps than John Wesley has it in 
his 94th sermon: he says, “The 
reason why the extraordinary gifts of 
the Holy Ghost are no longer in the 
church, is because the love of many 
waxed cold, and the Christians had 
turned heathens again, and had only a 
dead form left.“ 


This, then, is sufficient to prove all 


that we claim as to the Apostasy, and 
that the Church established by Christ 
and his Apostles was not to be found 
in its perfection on the earth; but all 

ad been buried in abominable 
idolatry,” and the Christians had 
turned heathens again. 

Inasmuch as these 2 of 
Isaiah, Paul and Peter have come to 
pass, is it not reasonable to expect 

the fulfillment of the predictions 
of Daniel, John and Zechariah, con- 
cerning the restoration of the Gos- 

], and the visits of angelstothe earth 
in the lust days. I think so. Let us 
then see what they say in relation to 
this all important matter, the restora- 
tion of the Gospel. When Daniel was 
called in to tell the . Nebuchad- 
nezzar the dream which he (the king) 
had had, and the interpretation 
thereof, he said unto him: But 
there is a God in heaven that reveal - 
eth secrets, and maketh known to the 


| 
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king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be 
in the latter-days.” 1 * 2, 28). 
And after telling him the dream, and 
in giving him the interpretation there- 
of, in which he traces the kingdoms of 
the world from Nebuchadnezzar until 
the present time, he says: “And in 
the days of these kings shall the God 
of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall 
never be destroyed: and the kingdom 
shall not be left to other people, but it 
sball break in pieces and consume 
all these kingdoms, and it shall 
stand forever.. the great God hath 
made known to the king what shall 
come to pass hereafter, and the dream 
is certain and the interpretation there- 
of sure” (Daniel 2nd chap., 44-45 v). 

Let it be remembered that God is to 
do this work of setting up His kingdom 
and that too in the Latter days, an 
Daniel says: The dream is certain 
and the interpretation thereof sure.” 

Now, John, while on the Isle of 
Patmos, tells us that he “saw an- 
other angel fly in the midst of heaven, 
having theeverlasting Gospel to preach 
unto them that dwell on the earth, and 
to every nation, and kindred, and 
tongue, and people, Saying, with a 
loud voice, Fear God, and give glory 
to him, for the hour of his judgment 
is come: and worship Him that made 
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and 
the fountains of waters” (Rev. xiv., 
6-7). We are given to understand 
that this is not the foolish imagination 
of man, but a revelation which God 
gave to Jesus Christ, to show unto His 
servants things which must shortly 
come to pass; and He sent and sig- 
nified it by His angel unto his servant 
John (Rev. i, 1). This angel spoken 
of by John, was to bring the Gos- 
pel tidings just before the 
of God's judgment“: consequently 
about the time of the fulfillment of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, for that was 
to be in the latter days. 

Lest we should not have proof 
enough of this great restoration, the 
Lord through Zechariah, says, And, 
behold, the angel that talked with me 
went forth, and another angel went 
out to meet him, and said unto him, 
Run, and speak to this young man, 
saying, Jerusalem shall be inhabited 
as towns without walls for the multi- 
tude of men and cattle therein 


“hour 


#5 

q 

— 

- 

’ 


68 


(Zech. ii, 3, 4). Here, then, we have | 
a plain declaration that an angel | 
would bring a certain message to a. 
certain young man, and shortly, mine, but his 
the man will do his will he shall know of 


„many nations shall be joined to tl 
Lord in that — and sball be my 
people: and I wi i 


Lord of Hosts hath sent me unto 
rom the foregoing passages we fin 

that in the latter days God will estab- 

lish His kingdom t men, that 
this will be accomplished by the visi- 
tations of angels just before the hour 
of God’s judgment, and those that 
obey the message shall know that the 
Lord of Hosts hath sent them. 

On the 2ist of September, 1823, 
the angel Moroni visited Joseph 
Smith, and taught him many things 
pertaining to the Gospel. 

Between the above mentioned date 
and the year 1827, Joseph Smith re- 
ceived a number of visits, and man 
instructions as to the manner in whic 
the kingdom of God was to be con- 
ducted in the last “ve 

In the year 1829, while Joseph Smith 
and Oliver Cowdery were praying un- 
to the Lord, a heavenly messenger 
appeared unto them, and having laid 
his hands upon them said, “ Upon 
you, my fellow servants, in the name 
of Messiah, I confer the Priesthood 
of Aaron, which holds the keys of the 
ministering of angels, and of the 
Gospel of repentance and of Bap- 
tism by immersion for the remission 
of sins : and this shall never be taken 
again from the earth until the sons of 
Levi do offer again an offering unto 
the Lord in righteousness.” 

This messenger who visited them, 
said his name was John, the same that 
is called John the Baptist in the New 
Testament, and that he acted under 
the direction of Peter, James and 
John, who subsequently conferred the 
apostieship upon them, which gave 
them authority to build up the king- 
dom of God in all the world, 

Thus we have in the life of Joseph 
Smith the fulfillment of the prophe- 
cies of Daniel, John, and Zechariah, 


in relation to the restoration of the 
Gospel in the latter days, through the 
administration of ange 
A knowledge of the 


dwell in the midst | 


of thee, and thou shalt know that the 
to men to-day, and has been put to the 


ls. 
work of God and 
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‘was promised by the Savior when 
| a the earth to all those that would 
y. 


“My doctrine is not 
any 


0 He sa 


at sent me. If 


the doctrine, whether it be of God or 
whether IS of myself (John vii, 
16, 17) The same promise is made 


test by thousands of Latter-day 
Saints, whereby they are enabled to 
testify that God bas sent angels to 
men in this the nineteenth century. 
Isaiah saw the time when the people 
would be in darkness in relation to 
the Gospel, and says, Therefore, be- 
hold, I will p to do a marvelous 
work among this people even a marvel- 
ous work and a wonder: for the wis- 
dom of their wise men shall perish, 
and the understanding of their pru- 
dent men shall be hid”{ Isaiah xxix, 14), 

The work of God, established 
through the instrumentality of Joseph 
Smith is acknuwledged to be a mar- 
velous work and a wonder. For, 
though but a poor boy with little edu- 
cation, and very little of the wisdom 
of the world, under the influence of 
the Spirit of God, and the eee 
of 2 he was able to accomplis 
that which God had decreed to brin 
about, and which the learned and 
wise of the world had been trying to 
effect in the past 1800 years, again 
fulfilling the words of the servant of 
God, that the wisdom of the wise 
shall perish. “But the natural 
man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God: for they are foolish- 
ness unto him: neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually dis- 
cerned” (1 Cor, ii. 14). 

Joseph Smith was chosen from 
among the poor, was despised and 
persecuted, and had his name cast out 
as evil, and was not loved by the 
world, but that is no reason why 
any should doubt the divinity of his 
mission ; but, on the contrary, should 
be in favor of, instead of against his 
being sent of God; for such was the 
lot ok those that followed the Savior 
in His day. Simon Peter, and Andrew 
were fishermen (Matt. iv, 18). Speak- 
ing of the apostles, Paul says: 
“Even unto this present hour we both 
hunger, and thirst, and are naked, 

are buffeted, and have no 


* 
~* 
Ke 
4 
\ 
* 
1 * 
4 
wei 
* 
2 
* 
tat? 
18 
* 
| 
| 
* 
4 
* 
* 
78 
* 
* 
* 
4 
* 4 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


certain dwelling place: and labor, 
working with our own hands: being 
reviled, we bless; being persecuted, 
we suffer it, being defamed, we en- 
treat, we are made as the filth of the 
world, and are the offscouring of all 
things unto this day” (1 Cor., 4, 11 
12, 13). In relation to the hatred 
manifested by the world against the 
prophet, Joseph Smith, it is only ano- 
ther proof of his divine calling. Jesus 
says, Blessed are ye, when men shall 
hate you, and when they shall separate 
you from their company, and shall 
reproach you, and cast out your 
name as evil, for the Son of man’s 
sake. Rejoice ye in that day, and leap 
for joy, for, behold, your reward is 


138 in heaven, for in the like manner 
id their fathers unto the prophets 
Woe unto you, when all men shall 
speak well of you! for so did their 
fathers to the false prophets” (Luke 
vi, 22, 23, 26). | 
Joseph Smith has been chosen of 
God to establish His kingdom in the 
last days, and all men are called upon 
to repent of their sins, to be baptized 
for the remission of the same, and 
have the hands of an authorized ser- 
vant of God Jaid upon them for the 
gift of the Holy Ghost, and they shall 
receive a testimony for themselves, 
and shall know that Joseph Smith 


was sent of God. 


LETTER TO PRESIDENT CLEVELAND. 
| 


Hon. John T. Caine, delegate to Con- 
from Utah, has addressed 
another letter to President Cleve- 
land, which we take pleasure in 
laying before our readers as a fear - 
less and truthful oe of the 
wicked attempts of United States 
officials to bring trouble and war 
upon the Latter-day Saints : 
| D. C., 
Dec. 10, 1885. 

_ Sir—I have the honor to transmit 
herewith the result of the * 
made by the Council of Salt Lake 
City, touching the unfounded repre- 
sentations made to you by the Gover- 
nor of the Territory of Utah and other 
Federal officials, mgt reflecting 
upon the peaceable and Inw-abiding 
character of the “Mormon” citizens 
of that Territory. 

J am sure that you will be con- 
vinced after reading the official report 
of the City Council, that the Federal 
Officials gn ly misrepresented the 
character of the “Mormon” people, 
and that there was not a scintilla 
of truth in the statements they 
made to you of danger to life and 
property at the hands of lawless 
men inspired by Mormon” lead- 


ers. 
You will notice that the scope of 
the inquiry was broad enough to 


cover the whole ground; that the 
Federal officers and the military au- 


thorities were invited to be present 
and give their testimony ; that every 
wild rumor was traced to its origin. 
You will observe that it was conclu- 
sively proved that no body of armed 
men came into Salt Lake City, and 
that the rumor of the threatened 
lynching of Deputy Marshal Collin 
was wholly untrue ; that the 8 
at the City Hall on the night of the 
shooting of MeMurrin by Collin was 
a quiet and orderly assembling of not 
more than two hundred people; that 
the stories about the secretion of 
arms and ammunition in the city and 
the organizing and arming of “ Mor- 
mons” in the various settlements 
throughout the Territory were without 
any foundation in fact, 
cannot doubt, sir, that you must 
be satisfied that the monstrously false 
stories which have been telegraphed 
to the eastern. press had their source 
in the same quarter whence emanated 
the representations made to you. 
They are but — 4 of the 
baseless rumors which irresponsible 
re of the Governor originated, 
oubtless for the sole purpose of af- 
fording him a pretext for — 
the quartering of Federal soldiers in 
Salt Lake City | 
As J have, heretofore, assured you, 
verbally and in writing, it is not the 
resence of troops * in the 
ty of Salt Lake, which we protest 


— 
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troops from Omaha to 


70 
* but the false, malicious, and 
excusable misre presentations which 
induced you to order them thither, 
I beg you, sir, to reflect for a moment 
upon the serious injury these false 
accusations have caused a whole 
community, which, whatever may be 
the difference of opinion respectin 
some of its religious teachings an 
practices, is recognized by the whole 
civilized world as an eminently peace- 
able and conservative one. Not only 
have the vast material interests of the 
Mormon” people been irreparably 
damaged by these wickedly false 
stories, but a feeling of insecurity has 
been created thereby in the minds of 
80 talists who have invested millions 


n Ut 

I respectfullysubmit, Mr. President, 
that the men who have so grossly de- 
ceived you in this matterare unwortby 
of your confidence and unfit to repre- 
sent the Federal government. Their 
offense has not n a trivial one. 
It is a very grave and serious matter 
to bear false witness against an individ- 
ual, and still more reprehensible to 
vilify, traduce and lie about a whole 
ple. The offending of the unwor-. 
thy officials has been ravated by 
their inspiring the wild 7 sensational 
dispatches to the press of the country, 
which would have been treated as 
they deserved by all reflecting people 
if the stamp of truth had not been 
given to the same by the ordering of 
Utah, and 
the quartering thereof in Salt Lake 


ar removed as you are from the 
scene of these occurrences, and natu- 
rally reposing confidence in the men 
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who represent the Federal Govern- 
ment in Utah, you doubtless, felt that 
it was but prudence on your part to 
respond to their application for addi- 
tional troops, ntrolling, as these 
officials do, an intemperate and vio- 
lently partisan newspaper, and through 
it the associated press dispatches sent 
from Salt Lake City, they have been 
able to give wide circulation to their 
deliberately manufactured falsehoods, 
The action of the Federal Governmen 
thus induced, in its turn superindu 
a belief on the part of millions of peo- 
ple that the “Mormons” were on the 
int of actual rebellion, While, there- 
ore it is true that the presence of 
additional troops in Utah and the 
hy wed of a company in Sult Lake 
ity has not been per se an injury to 
any individual the resultant conse- — 
quences have been most seriously 
injurious to the “Mormon” people 
and indeed to the whole country. 
The men who are responsible for 
these things, I repeat, ought not to re- 
tuin your confidence, I submit, more- 
over, that in view of the demonstrated 
unreliability of these officials, of their 
(to say the least) suspicious’ conduct, 
the people I have the honor to repre- 
sent ought to have the opportunity to 
be heard by fair and impartial men 
who would report the truth to you. 
I am sure that there are many such 
men who would gladly respond to an 
invitation from you to visit Utah and 
make inquiry and report the facts for 
the guidance of your administration. 
Very respectfully, 
oHN T. CAINE. 
To the President. 


UTAH 


NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial Papers.) 
Four cases of diphtheria in Salt Lake City on the 12th ult. 
The thermometer reached five degrees below zero in Ogden, on the 8th ult. 


W. C. Browe has been nominated for Postmaster of 


Salt Lake City, and 


everyone seems to think the choice is a good one. 


Of the seven Senators who voted against the passage of the new Edmunds 
Bill in the Senate, five are Democrats and from the Southern States, and two 


are Republicans. 
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The passage of the Edmunds Bill in the U. S. Senate failed to create the 
slightest excitement in Salt Lake City. 

Mr. E. A. Austin, late manager of the London Bank of Utah, is suing the 
Salt Lake Tribune for libel; damages $75,000. 

On the 8th ult, the roads ‘and weather in Salt Lake City were more favor- 
able for sleigh riding than they had been for many years, 

A report that David Whitmer was dead is contradicted, and it is said he 
may yet live for a number of years, notwithstanding his great age. 

The Utah Legislature convened on Monday, January 11th, and elected 
Elias A. Smith President of the Council, and William W. Riter Speaker of 
the House, 

The Contributor has come under the ä of an incorporated com · 
pany, of which Junius F. Wells is president, Moses Thatcher vice-president 
and B. H. Roberts secretary and treasurer. 

A fire in Wellsville, Cache County, on the 31st of December last, destroyed 
the barn of D. Stoddard and its contents, including about twenty tons of. 
hay, four horses, harness, etc. Loss about $1,200, 

The Ogden Herald and Mr. Hemenway, its editor, were fined $500 and 
cost of suit, in the First District Court, in the suit for libel preferred by 
Nathan Kimball. Sentence in the cases of libel against Mr. Hemenway is 
suspended until February 8, 1886. 

On the 4th ult., a little girl, six years old, residing in South Hooper, Davis 
County, during the temporary absence of her parents, attempted to revive 
the smouldering fire in the stove by putting into it some cedar bark. Her 
clothing caught fire, causing fatal injuries. 

A Minersville correspondent of the Salt Lake Herald says: We have had 
from one to thirty shocks of earthquake every day for the last two months, 
On the 23rd (December) we had eighteen shocks, but not very heavy. On the 
24th, we indulged in twenty-one shocks. The shocks are much more severe at 
Lincoln than here. We are 350 feet under the Creole mountain. Some days 
there is a continual boom all day long, resembling the sound of distant heavy 
artillery, and the shocks are sometimes accompanied by a strong electric cur- 
rent, which is felt with greater force by those working underground, and to 
such an éxtent as to almost daze one for a few seconds. We have now become 
so accustomed to these disturbances that they attract but little attention.” 


The Deseret News says: We learn from an Arizona paper that the yucca 
plant, with which our neighboring Territory abounds, is to be utilized in the 
manufacture of paper. The London Telegraph, which uses from 150 to 200 
miles of paper every day, has purchased a large tract in the Mojave desert, 
California, where the yucca abounds, and will have the plant shipped to some 
point on the Colorado rivers where it will be ground into pulp, thence shipped 
by rail to New Orleans, and then by sea to Liverpool. The saving, it is 
claimed, will be very great. The plant will probably be shipped to Yuma to be 
ground into pulp, and the large quantities of yacca on the desert, south of 
Yuma, will also be utilized in connection with the wild hemp there found, 
the pulp of which will make excellent paper, while the fiber of the hemp vill 
make a superior article of cloth. 
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 1886. 


INTERESTING TESTIMONIES. 
TESTIMONIES concerning the Latter-day Saints, by two individuals not of 
our faith, have recently been published, and thinking they will be of inter- 
est to our readers we reproduce them. The first is that of a lady, Mrs. Belva 
Lockwood, who last year made a tour of the great West, and spent some time 
in Salt Lake City, associating with the people and making herself acquainted 
with their customs and habits. Mrs. Lockwood is well known in the United 
States as one of the most earnest and active champions of the Woman's 
Rights movement which is now assuming great importance in that country. 
She has spent considerable time in the study and practice of law, and showed 
great capacity for that abstruse pursuit, her principles as an advocate of 
Woman’s Rights permitting her thus to invade a domain usually monopo- 
lized by the masculine portion of the community. At the last election she 
even offered herself as a candidate for the presidency of the United States as 
another proof of her sincerity in her principles. With these principles, how- 
ever, we have nothing to do, but no one in the least acquainted with the 
history of such a woman, the self-reliance of her character and the frankness 
with: which she speaks her sentiments and convictions at all times and on all 
subjects, will for a moment doubt the sincerity of her testimony in relation 
to the much abused Mormons.” It was given in an interview and recently 
published in a New York paper. Said the lady: * : 

The trouble about the Mormons is more talk than anything 2 and is 
22 by Reople who know nothing about them. While not defending 


polygamy, I must say that there is more morality among the Mormons than 
among an equal number of Gentiles anywhere in the United States, There 
is no drunkenness and no poverty among them. They have ‘ive 
stores and are in the strictest sense of thé word communists. The only fault 
found with the Mormons by those who know about them is the simple fact 
that they patronize each other. While I was there, there was an arrival of 
500 converts. They were taken care of at once and they were assimilated, | 
and you could scarcely tell where they had gone to. No matter how poora 
person may * he or she goes to Salt Lake City and joins the Mormons, 
care will be taken of that person. The Mormons are very good people.“ 


The next is the testimony of Senator Teller, which we copy from the Con- 
gressional Record of January 7, 1886. It was given during the debate on the 
new Edmunds Bill, which preceded the passage of that iniquitous measure in 
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the United States Senate. Senator Teller has for many years been an influ- 
ential citizen of Colorado, which, prior to 1876, was a neighboring Territory 
to Utah, but in that year was admitted into the Union as a State. On that 
occasion Mr. Teller was elected to the United States Senate, and while 
serving a second term he was appointed Secretary of the Interior by Presi- 
dent Arthur, in which important office he achieved some distinction, especi- 
ally by his just decisions in all public land questions that came before him 
for adjudication. His impartiality in these cases was remarkable, for in no 
department of the American government has there been more corruption 
than in the administration of its land business, which has been very much 
under the control of wealthy interests and monopolists. In March 1885, Mr. 
Teller was again elected to the United States Senate. The proximity of his 
home to Utah, and his personal acquaintance with her people, give an im- 
portance to his testimony which is not lessened by the fact that he is a Re- 
publican in politics, and therefore“ an avowed political foe to the people of 
whom he speaks. Now this is what Senator Teller has to say of the Mor- 
mons,” and of the infamous bill that was under consideration at the time: 
“Mr. President, I know that no man stands upon this floor and defends 
that people without being slandered and traduced throughout this land. I 
know that the bigotry and the hatred that grow out of religious enthusiasm 
and zeal can never see beyond the very question that is presented, that polyg- 
amy is a crime. It is a crime against civilization as we view it, and yet more 
than three-fourths of the world to-day are in favor of and practice this insti- 
tution of polygamy. Great Britain, with all her civilization, with all her re- 
igious fervor and zeal, has never put her hand on her two hundred and fifty 
millions of Indian subjects as we have put our hands upon these Mormons. 
I am in favor of putting the strong hand of the law upon them and compel- 
ling obedience to the law, but I am for doing it under the color and under the 
forms of law, and not in such a manner as shall make every honest man in 
that Territory feel that the Government is going beyond its legitimate powers 
and its legitimate sphere in persecution. : 

“Mr. President, | am not a churchman myself in the extreme sense of the 
term. There are other organizations in this land that teach pernicious doc- 
trines and pernicious principles. Shall I say that it is the duty of the Gene- 
ral Government to seize them with the strong hand and compel obedience to 
what we may here think is proper? In so far as they violate the law they 
come within the province and power of the General Government; but in 
so far as they maintain a strict compliance with the law they are entitled to 
the same protection and the same treatment as any other religious organiza- 
tion in the land, and so far as I am concerned they shall have it always by 
my vote. 

. Mr. President, these people are not without virtues. — are an honest, 
pal ing, hard-working, industrious people. I went to their capital city 
when there were 15,000 people there, and to their credit be it said, not a place 
in it where whisky could be sold, not a * ox the the length or breadth of 
the land, not a house of prostitution, not a gambling place in the whole Ter- 
ritory with 80,000 3 They may not possess the virtues; but the 
do have the vice which we are endeavoring to eradicate from their midst. It 


can not be done by these harsh and strained measures. I believe if the act 
of 1882 had been carried out in the spirit with which it came from the com- 
mittee, and in the spirit with which I voted for it, polygamy would have 
been practically dead to-day. We said in it the President may grant amnesty 
to the men who have heretofore committed the crime of having more than 
one wife. It has not been done. The men who took wives to their bosoms 
under what they professed at least to believe to be a legal right and a reli- 
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em right thirty-five and forty years ago, were required to put them from 
them 


“Take for instance the cases that I could mention of individual men who 
have raised four or five families, who have educated them in Europe, and 
have given them all the advantages of travel and culture, and you can not 
expect that those men will bastardize their children without a s le; you 
cannot expect that the president of that church who married his wives more 
than a generation ago, will put them from him and declare that they are 
prostitutes. You ought to have some respect for the prejudices, for the feel- 
ings, and for the religious bigotry of these people. They are ready to suffer 
martyrdom as others have suffered it in the cause of error, in the cause of 
untruth, and in the cause of crime. If you expect to approach that people 
and save them, you must do it by the proper and legitimate exercise of au- 
thority, strong, yet soft. While the heavy hand of the law should be put 


upon them, it should be with a velvety touch. It should be put upon them 
in kindness, not in anger. | : f | 
“ This bill, in my 3 bristles ev here with vengeance and blood. 
Jam as anxious to clear the country from the crime at which it professes to 
aim as anybody, and I shall vote for all proper and respectable and constitu- 
tional measures for that purpose. Bu Mr. President, in my judgment it is 
quite as creditable that polygamy should exist untouched within our borders, 
as that we should go — the constitutional powers of the Government, 
and establish a precedent here that may come back some time to rebuke us 
and to cause us immense trouble.” 
It will be observed that both Mrs. Lockwood and Senator Teller are care- 
ful to avow their non-advocacy of plural marriage, or polygamy as they term 
it, and the Senator goes so far as to denounce it as a vice and even stigmatize 
it as a crime, thereby assuming a position which the honorable gentleman 
would find extremely difficult to maintain in any other way than by an 
appeal to the prejudices and traditions of that civilization he refers to, and 
which looks with great complacency and leniency upon many real vices and 
crimes which permeate society, while it goes out of its way to legislate into a 
crime a principle of marriage that has been practiced by many of the best 
men who ever Jived, and has on various occasions received the direct sanction 
of the Almighty. | 
This denunciation of the principle of plural marriage is looked upon as a 
sort of tribute and concession to public opinion that all must pay before they 
can hope to be heard in anything they may wish to say in regard to the Lat- 
ter-day Saints, and in no wise militates against the testimony borne to their 
many virtues. Many such testimonies have been given to the world, from 
time to time, by eminent men and women who have had ample opportunities 
to learn the truth of those things they have declared. But it is a singular 
fact that these testimonies, as a rule, no matter from what high and unim- 
peachable source they come, have a very limited circulation, and occasion 
very little comment, unless it be of abuse and insult; while it is equally note- 
worthy that when a base lie is told concerning the Latter-day Saints, it has a 
wide circulation. A good word concerning them falls unheeded upon the 
public ear, but a lie is picked up with avidity and passed around with satis- 
faction. No matter how thoroughly and often it is disproved, like the typical 
American office-holder, it never dies nor resigns. 3 G. O. 
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Lonpon ConFERENCE.— Meetings will be held at Orson’s Assembly Rooms, 
23, New Road, Commercial Road, London, E., on Sunday, February 21, 1886, 
commencing at 10-30 a. m., and 2-30 and 6-30 p.m. President Daniel H. Wells 


and many Elders from Utah will be present. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


EXTINGUISHED.—Elder Moroni L. Pratt thus writes from Nottingham, 
under date of 19th ult.: 

In the Nottingham Borough Sessions last Thursday, the Deputy-Recorder 
dealt a death blow to the anties,’ and there is nothing left of their organiza- 
tion which once had an existence here. They are completely demoralized as 
a society, as they already were as individuals. We are feeling quite jubilant 
over our recent success in defense of our rights. It is somewhat refreshing 
to observe the favorable tone of the Nottingham press towards us. We bave 
not yet converted the Deputy- Recorder, but I am going to send him a copy of 
the Voice of Warning.” 

Uran.—Sister Sarah Roberts, in a recent letter to us from Goshen, Utah 
County, addresses a few words of ne and counsel to the British 
Saints. She says: 

“ We are alive in Utah, well and happy, plenty to eat, drink and wear, and 
enjoying the Spirit of the Lord when we keep His commandments. We are 
a blessed people, and although we are persecuted, there is not a happier peo- 
ple in the world than the Latter-day Saints. Perhaps my friends in England 
may think we are all in prison, but we are still toa great extent a free people, 
and the Lord will take care of us if we will do what is right; but the wicked 
must be sorted out from the good, and this is a day of sifting. Daar sisters, 
teach your children and watch over them, for they are very great blessings to 
us in the kingdom of God. We have Primary Associations organized all over 
Utah; they are for all children who are four years old and upward. Good 
women are selected to teach them, and they hold their meetings for that pur- 
pose every week. Some time ago I was at Provo Conference, and there were 
present fifty presidents of Primary Associations. The sisters who were pre- 
sidents of the associations in Provo, headed by Sister Annie Smoot, prepared 
& very nice dinner, at which the whole fifty sat at one table, and were waited 
upon by numbers of young ladies. There are very few idlers in Utah. I 
have been in the Church 35 years, and am well pleased . this country, 
where we have good men to teach us.“ 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


—— 


THE TURKISH MISSION. of our labors i in this part of the world, 
CoNSTANTINOPLE, Jan, 8th, 1886. I am just getting initiated in the mode 
President D. H. Wells. of life, the climate and the mission as 
Deir Brother,—Brother Spori sug- | they exist here. First of all we se- 
* that I write you a brief account cured a room where we could * 


7 


76 


small meetings and receive calls from 
many who came to inquire about the 


Mormons either for curiosity sake or 


for information ; and it is rare that a 
when we do not have from 
one to half a dozen callers. At present 
we are located in the German part of 
Pera, and the most of our labors are 
conducted in German: then we fre- 
quently have missionary work in ** 
lish, and many opportunities are o 
fered brother Spori for bearing his 
testimony in French. Missionar 
labor has not been extended as muc 
in the Turkish language as we hope to 
have it in tke not distant future. For 
the Turks not only their language is 
necessary, but also some special 
knowledge of their habits and reli- 
gion. They hold themselves aloof 
religiously from other denominations, 
and a plan will have to be adopted to 
meet them on sume kind of a social 
platform agreeable to the of 
our principles before them. short 
time ago we learned of a colony of 
Austrians ov the Bosphorus at Pasha 
htsche. We called to see them 
and made an emg to hold 
a meeting at the place. The ap- 
pointment was fulfilled, and we ex- 
pect before long to honor them with 
another visit. They have been abund- 
antly supplied with tracts and testi- 
mony. hey are Catholics, and 
without a shepherd; but how long 
they will remain so after their spirit- 
uals have learned that the Mormon 
elders have found their way among 
them is left to be conjectured. Many 
comprehend the superiority of our 
doctrines, socially and religiously ; 
but what are the opportunities for 
making money in Utah is the theme 
which never fails to awaken deep 
interest in Mormonism. Some of the 
people have learned that the Lat- 
ter-day Saints are industrious and 
thrifty, and that they have accumu- 
lated some wealth and made them- 
selves comfortable. It does not van- 
ish from their speculative view nor 
escape their devices. But why should 
it, when even our congressional 
friend Edmunds has his eye upon 
“Mormon” gold? Some, however, are 
honest in their convictions, and may 
have the courage to stand by them. 
At any rate we are not in search of 
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emigrants to colonize Utah and the 
surrounding territories, but the honest 
in heart; though we feel that this is 
also a day of warning, and that the 
inhabitants of this wonderful city 
should have the opportunity of receiv- 
ing or rejecting the Gospel; for who 
knows in these times when rumors of 
war are so thick about it, what may 
come over its inhabitants before many 
summers have faded. What we can 
not do by our testimonies and tracts, 
the newspapers are doing by way of 
makingus known, though unfavorably. 
The. a newspaper 
ublished in rench, had the 
airness to admit in its columns, 
Brother Spori’s reply to a scurrilous 
article written against us. e are 
getting here our full share of the 
prejudice against us, by the infamous 
report of a Mormon rebellion. News- 
papers are the modern Pharisees, and 
will get their just due as the defamers 
of early Christianity did theirs. 
Journalistic monarchy, a power that 
has been and is waging a merciless 
war against the Saints of God, by 
urging on the crusade which it began, 
will one day prove its curse to that 
part of the human family which it 
was designed to bless. Its proper 
functions are peace and the promul- 
gation of truth; but journalism is 
1 from its high and what 
should be holy calling, and making 
itself responsible for the contentions 
and wars which will before long help 
to desolate the earth. The priests 
reach comparatively few, but the 
newspapers reach all or nearly all. 
However, if the 2 ers create strife 
und promulgate falsehoods, they have 
learned to please the people who will 
have to bear their share of the curse 
which the reviling of our offended God 
will bring upon them. . 

Best regards from Brother Spori 
— myself to the brethren in the 


ce. 
Lour brother in the Gospel, 
J. M. TANNER. 


VISITING FRIENDS AND RELATIVES. 
DISTRIBUTING TRACTS. . 
Manchester, Jan, 15th, 1886. 


President Daniel H. Wells. 
‘Dear Brother—In response to the 
invitation you kindly extended upon 
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my arrival in Liverpool about ten 
W ago, allow me to briefly report 
my labors since that time. 


My official operations commenced 
immediately upon reaching my ap- 
pointed field of labor, by visitin 
some of my friends and relatives wit 
the endeavor to explain to them the 
eternal fitness of things, but I found 
them with few exceptions to be suffer- 
ing from spiritual blindness to an 
extent that forbade all my hopes of 
success, and (unless they repent) all 
their hopes of salvation as we under- 
stand it. 

The little experience I had gained 
prior to leaving this country, cautioned 
me against being over sanguine in this 
direction, and I curbed my anticipa- 
tions accordingly, but alas! not 
enough. Truly has that time arrived 
when they “will not endure sound 
doctrine.” I left them however with 
4 testimony, and my subsequent 
efforts have chiefly been joined with 
those of Elder E. T. Woolley, and we 
have, I think, the satisfaction which 
arises from a sense of doing our best 
in calling the people to repentance, 
and availing ourselves of every oppor- 
tunity to spread that greater light” 
which has come into the world. 

I feel well in my labors, and am 
greatly encouraged by the prospects 
of the future. I am convinced there 
are yet many honest people who are in 
total darkness regarding the true plan 
of salvation, and much good yet to 

done. 

We have found that a systemat- 
ical distribution of tracts during the 
week, when our time is not otherwise 
employed has been productive of 
good results, and though the people 
as a rule are positively unable to com- 
prehend or grasp anything bayond 
‘believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,” 
yet this method affords us an oppor- 
tunity of explaining the “law and 
the testimony” to them in their own 
houses, and occasionally we find “ one 
of a family” who is willing to listen 

and invite us again, which of course 
gives us renewed encouragement and 


teaches us to persevere, though [ am 
2 to say the majority of cases 
teaches us that the prediction of 
Isaiah is fultilled when darkness 
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shall cover the earth and gross 
darkness the people.” 

That time has certainly arrived, but 
I many times think there is no dark- 
ness so great, there is no darkness 80 
obscure and so painful as that which 
we ineet in the open and broad day- 
light, when men wilfullyand obstinate- 
ly close their eyes to the light of the 
truth. 

I will not further intrench upon 
your time on this occasiun. I merely 
desire to assure you I am not lost, but 
am striving with the help of God to 
do my duty, and that I am, with kind- 
est regard, your brother in the Gospel, 

Nepal V. ScHOFIELD. 


FROM ‘‘ AULD REEKIE.” 
Edinburgh, Jan. 21, 1886. 
Elder George Osmond. 

Dear Brother—For the past two 
weeks I have been engaged in getting 
the ‘genealogy of my mother’s ances- 
tors; but in a few days I intend start- 
ing to Dundee, my present field of 
Peuth and lib 

ruth and liberty are groaning in 
bondage and receive —— 
wounds almost daily; a spirit of 
infidelity, uncertainty and doubt 
seems to pervade the minds of the 

nerality of mankind, and is form- 
ing a current so strong and mighty, 
that it will require the greatest firm- 
ness in adhering to the principles of 
truth, by the few, together with the 
assistance of God, to check it, and 
cause it to flow in the right direc- 
tion. But we know that the faithful 
Latter-day Saints will be triumphant, 
and be the means of establishing a 
reign of righteousness upon the earth. 
The very means resorted to by the 
United States Government to destroy 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints, will tend to perpetuate 
its rinciples in the nation and in th» 
world. In glancing back on the shores 
of history, we discover that similar 
movements were generally futile in 
quenching or destroying the principles 
of truth and liberty, but we find that 
those heavenly attributes are only 
gained by merit, diligence, persever- 
ance, and tribulation and retained at 
the cost of eternal vigilance and faith- 
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For as man is born mid throes of mortal 
erbe, the immortal boon of berty: we 
Then shall 1 the slave, submit to 
No, for death will claim us all in yet a lit- 
tle while. 
We * shall strive for Freedom and for 
And bequeath an unsullied name to suc- 
ceeding youth. 
There is a Master Hand at the helm 
Who will guide the good ship safely 
into port. It appears necessary that 


those who obtain the principles of 
truth and liberty should first feel 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


the hand of oppression, and the 
blighting effects of evil and injustice, 
to enable them to be just in their ad- 
ministration, and sufficiently charit- 
able to their fellow man. | 
We are living in a périod when we 
should stand upon our own merit; 
and constantly seek for the spirit o 
truth, never yielding a principle at 
any price, when satisfied of its cor- 
rect ness. 
With kind love to yourself and 
President Wells, and all the Saints at 
442, I remain your brother in the 


Gospel, | 
A. S. ANDERSON. 


DISTURBING THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS. 


JoHN Taylor and Joseph Wood were 
charged with unlawfully, wilfully and 
maliciously disturbing a certain meet- 
ing or congregation of persons assem- 
bled for religious worship at the Lat- 
ter-day Saints’ Chapel, Nottingham, 
on the 29th of November, 1885.— 
Taylor pleaded guilty, and Wood not 
guilty. — Mr. Toller said prisoners 
were indicted under an old statute of 
George III., for disturbing religious 
worship. Under that it was neces- 
sary for all congregations of religious 
Protestants to have their places of 
worship certified. Under the old 
system they were certified by being 
referred to the Clerk of the Peace. 
Under a later statute, the 18th and 
19th Victoria, that was done by refer- 
ence to the Registrar-General. This 
body of Latter-day Saints had a cer- 
tified place in St. Anne’s-street, Not- 
tingham, and on the occasion in ques- 
tion the defendants went there while 
service was being held, and created a 
disturbance, Wood shouting to some 
remark of the president in his dis- 
course, That's a lie.“ The defend- 
ants wished to ask questions, and 
there was a good deal of shuffling 
and stamping of feet. A discussion 
ensued between the Deputy- Recorder 
and Mr. Toller on the various statutes 
relating to disturbances at religious 
meetings, the question being as to 
whether the Latter-day Saints would 
come under any of the statutes quo- 
te!. The Deputy-Recorder decided 


to hear evidence,—A further discus- 


singing. Wood 


sion ensued as to the admissibility of 


the certificate, but the Deputy-Re- 
corder decided to admit it for the 
present.—The evidence of Mr. Bur- 
rows, a carter, the president of the 
Latter-day Saints, was then taken. 
According to him the defendants 
came in whilst the congregation were 
refused at first to 
take his hat off. The witness corro- 
borated what counsel said as to Wood 
shouting out That's a lie.” Both 
prisoners talked loudly and annoyed 
the congregation. The witness added 
that the title of the church was the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints. He produced the Articles 
of Faith,” which were handed up to 
the Deputy-Recorder.—The Deputy- 
Recorder said he thought Mr. Smith 
discovered a Bible or book, or wrote 
it.— Witness said he discovered the 

lates of a Book of Mormon.—The 

eputy-Recorder:. We ought to have 
empanelled a jury of Bishops to de- 
cide whether these people are Pro- 
testants or not (Laughter).—The wit- 
ness, in answer to Mr. Toller, said he 


believed in the Christian religion and 


the Bible. — The Deputy-Recorder 
oe the Articles of Faith): 

hey believe the Bible to be the word 
of God, as far as it is translated cor- 
rectly, and they also believe the Book 
vf Mormon. — Witness having been 
examined in chief, was cross-examined 
at some length by Wood, who was 
about to go into questions of doctrine, 
when he was stopped by the Deputy- 
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Recorder, who said that he held for 
the purposes of to-day that the Lat- 
ter-day Saints were Protestants, and 
that the certificate was proved for the 
purposes of today, and the only 
question to be decided was, as to 
whether a disturbance occurred for 
_ which the defendants were responsi- 
ble. Wood cross-examined one of the 
witnesses as to the whereabouts of 
his wife, and much laughter was 
caused by the witness stating that he 
had no objection to telling the Court 
that he had not the slightest doubt 
his wife was in Utah; also that he 
had not the slightest doubt she was 
leading a virtuous life, and not living 
in open adultery with another wo- 
man's husband. He did not deny 
specifically that he had saved up 
money to go to Utah, but he did deny 
that he had spent it in drink. (Laugh- 
ter).— A wituess for the defense stated 
that there had been several disturb- 
ances at the “Saints” meetings in 
consequence of the objectionable na- 
ture of the preaching.—In answer to 
the Deputy-Recorder, this witness 
gave as an example of the doctrine of 
the“ Saints“ that they held, “If we 
don’t have the spirit of gathering 
come upon us and get to Utah, we 
shall all be damned. —A number of 
witnesses, in sympathy with the anti- 


Mormon movement, were called for 


the -defense, who denied that Wood 
shouted That's a lie.” One stated 
that what he said was, “ Will you 
allow me to ask a question about the 
lies you've been telling.” It was ad- 
mitted that there was some disturb- 
ance, but it was not caused by the 
prisoner Wood, — A constable (669) 
was called as a witness for the de- 
fense, and said that after the meet- 
ing on the 29th of November, Wood 
and Burrows came up to him. 
at once gave his card at Burrows’ re- 
quest, but Burrows refused to i? 
his until the constable threatened to 
take him to John’s-streot.—The Doe. 
puty-Recorder severely reprimanded 
the constable for this, telling him he 
had no power to do anything of the 
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sort he threatened when no offense 
had been committed. He advised 
him not to do so again.—Wood deli- 
vered an intelligent and well-worded 
address to the jury. He said he had 
been so horrified by what he had read 
of the practice and doctrine of Mor- 
monism in Utah that he went to St. 
Ann’s-street to see whether the Saints 
were the same, and found that the 

preached the same doctrine, althoug 

they did not practice Mormonism 
openly at least. There was a good 
deal of laughing, stamping and hiss- 
ing, out he denied that he created any 
disturbance. He was a public anti- 
Mormon lecturer, and they were glad 
to lock him up on such a charge.— 
Mr. Toller having replied, the Daputy- 
Recorder summed up, and remarked 
that Mormonism might be quite as 
bad as its opponents said, but, look- 
ing at the “Articles of Faith of the 
Saints,” leaving out what he must 
call the nonsense of the plates, he 
thought, as far as he was able to judge 
of such matters, it was a very good 
and sound sort of religion.— Prisoners 
were found guilty, and recommended 
to the mercy of the Court. The De- 
puty-Recorder said it was evident 
that there was a number of people in 
Nottingham who were in the habit of 
making sport of these people. He 
trusted when it was known that the 
prisoners. befure him had rendered 
themselves liable to a penalty of £40 
(which he did not think he had the 
power to mitigate), and that the next 
time anyone was brought up under 
such circumstances as they were 
brought up, that punishment would 
be exacted, the annoyance would 
cease. These people must and should 
be protected in a land happily toler- 
ant of religious liberty. The prison- 


ood | ers would each ba bound over in their 


own recognizances of £100 to be of 
ood behavior for twelve months.—- 
t may be mentioned that Taylor was 
formerly president of a society called 
the Nottingham Anti-Mormon Socie- 
ty. — Nottingham Express, January 
15, 1886. | 


Sincere and happy conversation doubles 


our powers; in the effort to unfold our 


thought to a friend we make it clearer to ourselves, and surround it with illustrations 
that help and delight us. It may happen that each hears from the other a better wis- 
dom than any‘one else will ever hear from either. | 
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